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Disinformation: Time for Solutions

As the Chinese regime tightens its grip on media and Hong Kong residents struggle
to preserve their freedoms, the Taiwanese democracy represents a beacon of hope
for media freedom in Asia. If Taiwan manages to overcome the structural weaknesses
of its media environment so as to resist disinformation attacks, it has the potential to
become one of the world’s champions of press freedom.

Event Schedule

9:00 - Opening Reception
10:00 - Keynote Speech 1: Journalism Under Attack in The World
11:00 - Keynote Speech 2: Chinese Disinformation in Taiwan
12:00 - Lunch Break
13:00 - Keynote Speech 3: JTI, a Media Certification to Bring Down Fake News
14:00 - Keynote Speech 4: Hong Kong’s Struggle for Press Freedom
15:00 - Panel Discussion 1: Strengthening the Media to Fight Disinformation
16:00 - Panel Discussion 2: Supporting the Development of Independent Media
17:00 - Panel Discussion 3: Enhancing the Influence of the Public Media

Event Partners

Organizer: Reporters Without Borders Taiwan Chapter (RSFTC)

Co-Organizers: Taiwan Democracy Foundation (TFD), National Central Library (NCL)
Sponsors: Ministry of Culture (MOC), Ministry of Education (MOE),

National Communication Commission (NCC)

Partners: Radio Taiwan International (RTIl), Public Television Service Foundation (PTS),
Central News Agency (CNA), Association of Taiwan Journalists (ATJ), Taiwan Media
Watch, BuzzOrange, Line, International Community Radio (ICRT)

Reporters Without Borders (RSF)

Reporters Without Borders, also known under its French name, Reporters sans
frontiéres (RSF), is an international non-profit organisation based in Paris and that
defends the freedom of information throughout the world. RSF accomplishes its
work thanks to its wide network of correspondents in 130 countries, its 16 offices
worldwide and its consultative status in several international organizations including
the United Nations, UNESCO and the Council of Europe.
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The 2019 World Press Freedom Index compiled by Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) shows how the hatred of journalists has degenerated into violence,
contributing to an increase in the fear of reporters to go on the field. The number
of countries regarded as safe, where journalists can work in complete security,
continues to decline while authoritarian regimes further constrain press
freedom.

French journalist Pierre Haski, President of Reporters Without Borders (RSF), is a former
foreign correspondent for AFP and Libération, in Johannesburg, Jerusalem and Beijing,
and a former deputy editor of the french daily Liberation. He was a co-founder and CEO
of the French independent news website Rue89.com and currently operates daily
morning program “Gépolitique” on public radio station France Inter (Radio France
group).
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Chinese Disinformation in Taiwan
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Taiwan Sentinel
Editor in Chief

The Chinese regime exploits the vulnerability of the Taiwanese media
environment by putting increasing pressure on media owners that often have
business interests in the mainland. In addition to this growing control, Beijing is
also suspected of orchestrating online disinformation campaigns aiming to
destabilise democratic institutions.

J. Michael Cole is editor in chief of Taiwan Sentinel as well as a Senior Fellow with the
China Policy Institute/Taiwan Studies Programme at the University of Nottingham, UK
and associate researcher with the French Centre for Research on Contemporary China
(CEFC). He is a regular columnist for The Diplomat, The National Interest, and a
contributor for Jane’s Defence Weekly. His work has also appeared in several
international outlets including the Wall Street Journal, the Globe and Mail, the Christian
Science Monitor, the Age, the Brookings Institution, and CNN.
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Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Agence France Presse (AFP), European
Broadcasting Union (EBU), and the Global Editors Network (GEN) are launching the
Journalism Trust Initiative (JTI), a quality certification that offers a constructive
solution to fight disinformation. The aim is to create a “white list” of media that
produce information following basic journalistic criteria. This in turn will allow
governments and social media to give priority to legitimate content and push
down disinformation without using censorship.

Cédric Alviani, East Asia Bureau Head, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and President of
RSF Taiwan Chapter. Alviani, a French national, has been working in Asia since 1999
directing projects at the intersection of diplomacy, culture and media. In an RSF report
published in March 2019, Alviani exposed the strategy implemented by Beijing to gain
control over international news media, an ambition that threatens press freedom
worldwide.
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Hong Kong Struggles For Press Freedom
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In the RSF World Press Freedom Index, Hong Kong, a special administrative
region of China, plummeted from 18th in 2002 to 73rd this year. Since the
beginning of the demonstrations in June, the Hong Kong police has been
regularly criticised for cases of abuse against journalists. As of today, the
authorities have yet to take measures to guarantee the safety of reporters or
launch an investigation over the violence against them.

Karen Cheung, RSF Hong Hong Correspondent, is a writer, editor and journalist from
Hong Kong. Her features and essays have been published in the New York Times,
New Statesman, Foreign Policy, Al Jazeera, and others. She was previously a senior
reporter at Hong Kong Free Press, where she covered protests and elections,
grassroots activism, and human rights. She’s also written for print publications
including The California Sunday Magazine, Ariana Magazine, Hunger Magazine, and
ArtAsiaPacific. She is co-founder of Still / Loud, an indie magazine about culture in
Hong Kong.
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Strengthening the Media Against Disinformation
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Disinformation campaigns exploit the weaknesses of the island’s media environ-
ment: political polarization, sensationalist bidding and the absence of an effec-
tive protection of editorial independence. An exclusively repressive answer, far
from protecting Taiwan from this threat, is likely to further weaken its democratic
system and to have the reverse effect of helping those seeking to destroy it. How
can Taiwan substantially strengthen the quality, plurality, and independence of
its media environment, as well as its media literacy, so as to naturally become
immune to disinformation campaigns?

« Eve Chiu, CEO of the Foundation for Excellent Journalism Award (Moderator)

« Chi-te Lee, Member of Standing Executive Committee, Association of Taiwan Journalists

« Chen Shun-hsiao, Associate Professor, Department of Journalism and Communication
Studies, Fu Jen University

« J. Michael Cole, Taiwan Sentinel Editor in Chief

- Stéphane Corcuff, Associate professor and researcher, Sciences Po Lyon

« Cédric Alviani, Reporters Without Borders East Asia Bureau Head
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Supporting Independent journalism
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Taiwan prides itself to be a “startup island”, with a unique network of numerous
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). However, this is clearly not the case when
it comes to its media market, which remains organized in a very traditional way:
with large conglomerates primarily focusing on the production of entertain-
ment content and politically polarized news. The new media that is investigative
and crowdfunded, such as those often found in Hong Kong, are still rare in
Taiwan. What should the authorities do to make independent journalism
economically viable and promote the creation of new media?

« Liao Fu-Te, Taiwan Foundation for Democracy President (Moderator)

« Pierre Haski, founder of Rue89 and President, Reporters Without Borders
« Karen Cheung, Reporters Without Borders Hong Kong Correspondent
+Yuning Chang, Chief editor, BuzzOrange

« Cédric Alviani, Reporters Without Borders East Asia Bureau Head
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Enhancing the Public Media

(b ARSI ST

AHEERFRREMLEAXEZTHIEE - E
HERFEEAEEMNNMRE (A HERERN
A B8 RN — & FT AE RO AR SRR - 28R LAY
B iR E JMEER ? 88 X2 A a8 6 A H I IERY
NREAR ?

AHBRBEE EXB (EFA)
ERELIE e s
o MEISCERDMSBRAITR XIEH

NHBRLEKIE

&7 {4 Tsao Wen-Chieh
Public Television Service
Foundation

President & CEO

Having the responsibility for social and cultural diversity, public media could be a
resolution to the fake news and disinformation. However, in comparison with
other countries, public media in Taiwan, from the broadcasts to the news agency,
only received a small amount of financial resources from the government. The
annual budget of Public Television Service (PTS) in 2019 hardly represented 2% of
the resource of its South Korean counterpart KBS and 0.4% of those of British BBC.
What can Taiwan learn from foreign experiences and how should Taiwan itself
strengthen public media outlets?

« Tsao Wen-Chieh, President & CEO, Public Television Service Foundation (Moderator)
« Leon Chuang, General Manager, Chinese Television System

« Wu'er Kaixi, Reporters Without Borders Emeritus Board Member

« Cédric Alviani, Reporters Without Borders East Asia Bureau Head
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